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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: Today's date is January 
the 2nd, 2002, the time is now 7:35 p.m., and this is 
Lieutenant Joseph Chiafari of the Safety Command of the 
New York City Fire Department. I am conducting an 
interview with the following individual, Richard 
Carletti of Engine Company No. 5, about the events of 
September the 11th, 2001. 

Q. If you can for the record state your name and 
location of where you were working at the day of the 
incident. 

A. Richard Carletti, Firefighter 1. I was 
working at Engine 5. I was assigned for a 24-hour tour 
assigned at 9:00 a.m. that morning. 

Well, here's how my morning starts. I 
usually come in around 8:00 like everyone does, but I 
went to vote, so I was late. I was coming up Allen, 
which turns into First. When I was crossing Delancey 
Street, I saw a jet in front of me, which was the first 
jet. He was pretty low. He was probably about 30 
stories. Now I'm heading north and crossing Delancey 
Street on Allen and I see the jet make a move toward 
the Trade Center. It made a southwesterly turn from 
that point. 


I proceeded up First Avenue, left on 14th, 
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parked in front of the firehouse. Fireman Lynn was 
there. He said they were out on a box, they wouldn't 
let him on because they thought they had a good job, 
and right then he told me a plane just crashed into the 
Trade Center. It was the same exact plane I just saw. 

I proceeded upstairs. I got dressed. We 
left here about five to 9:00. We made a left going 
west on 14th Street, left on Second Avenue. I was in 
my personal car. We started taking the lights on First 
Avenue. We got to about 2nd Street and Second Avenue 
and we saw Ladder 7 was on a gas leak. We asked them 
if they were going to the Trade Center. They said no, 
they weren't assigned yet. We were on the east side of 
the street. We went to make a right on Houston, and 
right when we were making the right on Houston, we saw 
a fireball in the sky, which at this point was the 
second impact, so that puts it 9:06, turning right onto 
Houston. 

We went down -- I figured I was in my 
personal car, we wouldn't make it down Broadway. We 
thought it would be backed up. I made a left on 
Lafayette, which is a one-way north. I was going 
south. I stopped in front of 20 Truck. There was one 


guy there. He said everybody already left. We 
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proceeded down. We went on the side of I guess 
Lafayette, right down by City Hall, we made a left and 
we parked over by 6 Engine on Beekman, parked the car 
on the sidewalk, grabbed our gear and proceeded to walk 
up Beekman to Park Row, down Park Row to Broadway. We 
stopped in front of a building, left our boots inside 
the building on Broadway, got dressed and proceeded 
west on Liberty. 

When we tured the corner west on Liberty, 
figure it was probably about 9:15 at this time, there 
was a good 20 floors of fire in the south tower. I 
mean, it was pushing red on at least 20 floors from 
what we could see. I turned to Tommy and I said, 
Tommy, this building is in danger of collapse. In my 
opinion, I didn't think there was going to be a 
catastrophic collapse, but from the fire load, there 
was No way. 

When we passed 10 and 10, there's a bridge 
that runs I guess into one of the buildings directly 
south of Trade Center No. 2. There's a pedestrian 
walkway. As we passed that, we came into the debris 
field. It was jet parts and body parts. I distinctly 
remember seeing a woman's hand. It was cut off at the 


wrist. She had wedding ring, so it had to be a left 
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hand, and then I looked to the left and I just saw the 
rib cage with nothing in it and there was just debris. 

At that point we stopped for a second and we 
heard impacts, which I guess was jumpers hitting the 
pavement. To our right, there was a parking lot right 
on West and Liberty. There were about seven cars on 
fire. We just walked -- there was a line there just 
dropped. We walked across West Street, found an engine 
company, and they said the command post is just north 
of here in front of World Financial Center. 

We walked up there and we told a Chief we 
were two from 5 Engine. He told us go in the street, 
secure masks, irons, whatever tools you can get, and he 
ordered us to not go into the buildings, to come back 
to the command post. So most of the rigs were stripped 
in front of the Trade Center. There was nothing in 
them. The equipment was already taken. 

We walked up West Street, past the Verizon, 
one block north of Vesey, and we found our engine, 5 
Engine, parked there. I guess the chauffeur's radio 
was on step. I guess when he changed, he forgot to put 
it back on. I took his radio. We looked in the rig. 
There was nothing in there. All the doors were open. 


It was pretty much empty. I found a mask on 91 
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Engine. We looked for about another five minutes. We 
didn't find any other equipment. So all we had was one 
mask between the two of us. 

We went back to the command post. We met a 
captain from 91 Engine, told him who we were. He 
walked over to the command post, told them who we were, 
and that's when we saw Paul Mitchell. He just got made 
out of Ladder 110. He was a covering officer here, 
covering lieutenant. I figure at this point that was 
probably about quarter to, ten to 10:00. So I saw all 
the Chiefs there. The officer from 91 took our names, 
told us to stand over there. 

There was a driveway there that went into, I 
guess, one of the World Financial buildings. We went 
over and we stood on the burn in front of the Winter 
Garden room. We were just south of the north bridge 
standing on the grass area. I think EMS was setting up 
their command post behind us. When I saw Paul 
Mitchell, I was joking because he had a firefighter's 
helmet on instead of a lieutenant's, so I guess he 
grabbed equipment from 110. He got off that morning. 

We were standing there. The officer from 91 
says stay here, we're going to get two more guys and 


get teamed up, and what went through my mind was — the 
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only thing I was annoyed at was that we were going to 
have to hike 80 floors. We stood there for about ten 
minutes and I just heard a loud groan by everyone in 
the street. I guess the south tower started to lean. 
The top 30 floors leaned over. I was looking up at the 
north tower. I was trying to monitor more what was 
going on in the north tower with the radio, and they 
were on three different channels at this point. 

I looked up and about the 70th floor I saw 
the western wall of the south tower start to belly 
out. Tommy turned, said run. He started running and I 
turned around behind him and we ran into the revolving 
door of the Winter Garden room, which is a glass 
atrium, I guess about ten stories high. As I went 
through the revolving door, I was in with an EMS guy 
and I either tripped her up or knocked her over. I 
remember picking her up. We went back around to the 
back. Everybody started going into the Winter Garden 
room. I remember the floor rumbling and the lights 
went out at this point in that hallway. Everybody 
started to go into the Winter Garden room. It's got a 
glass roof, so I told them to move north. 

We went to the American Express Building. We 


ran north. So this was about five after 10:00. We 
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proceed to go back out on the north side of the 
building. The dust was just too intense. You couldn't 
see more than five feet at this point. So we went back 
in. We waited about another five minutes. We went 
out. The Captain from 91 Engine was covered in dust. 
We looked in two more rigs for any equipment. There 
was nothing. We went to the corner. We saw Tom 
Manley, sergeant at arms of the union. 

We stood on that corner. A Chief came over 
and ordered us to go north. He wanted everyone to go 
north. I said, Tommy, let's go back to 5 Engine. When 
we walked back to 5 Engine, we found Lieutenant Bohack, 
Firefighter Jim Andruzzi, Firefighter Eddie Mecner 
backing the rig up and Eddie was all over the road with 
the rig. They came out of the seat and I got in the 
seat. We backed into a side street, turned the rig 
around and proceeded north and we parked on Warren 
Street one block south of Chambers. I guess now this 
was about 10:25. We stood there for another four 
minutes and the south tower collapsed -- I mean the 
north tower collapsed. 

When the north tower collapsed, I remember 
seeing the antenna do a little rock back and forth and 


I could just hear the floors pancaking. I heard it for 
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about 30 pancakes, just boom, boom, boom, boom, and the 
dust blew up to us. 

We ran about one block north. The dust 
settled. We went back to the rig, threw the equipment 
back on the rig, what was on the sidewalk, our jackets 
and radios. We took the rig. We went east. We made a 
left on Greenwich and we proceeded north. We came back 
around in front of Stuyvesant High School. They were 
setting up a command post there. I mean, you could 
listen to the monitors. Basically they wanted engines 
was booster tanks to come down and extinguish the car 
fires then going. 

We stood there for about another 20 minutes. 
That's when we figured out who we were missing. We 
were missing Manny Delvalle, Gerard Gorman and Brogan 
were now missing at this point, and Eddie Mecner 
confirmed that Brogan was put in an ambulance, and 
about ten minutes later Gerard Gorman came walking up. 
He was covered in dust and pretty shocked. So he 
proceeded to get in an ambulance and go to the hospital 
at that point. 

We got the rig cleaned up and we proceeded 
from -- when we were on Chambers Street, we were 


blocked out. We went over, down to Chambers Street, we 
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went across behind City Hall, made a right. We made a 
U-turn past City Hall along the Brooklyn Bridge. We 

went over to the east side, completely around 

Manhattan. We came up Broadway from the south, made a 
left on Exchange and a right on Broadway, and we came 
up to Thames and we shut the rig down and there was 
absolute silence. There were only six firefighters at 

this point over there. It was about 15 minutes after 

the collapse, the second collapse. 

We checked the hydrants. We only found 
hydrants working on the east side of the street. The 
west side were all shut down, were all dead. At this 
point it was Bohack, Lieutenant Bohack, Andruzzi, 
Mecner, Lynn. They proceeded to walk north up 
Broadway. I stayed with the rig. I eventually moved 
the rig forward where I ran into my brother's 
Lieutenant and he had a spare rig. He was going to go 
down Dey Street and I was going to augment him, but 
another engine decided to augment. I came back 
around. I parked on Liberty and Broadway and I 
proceeded to augment 247, which was on Church and 
Liberty, and we stayed there until about 6:00 o'clock 
that night. 


We went back to the house, we got our eyes 
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washed, we went back down at 11:00 p.m. with 3 Truck, 
with the rest of the battalion. We went to 10 and 10 
command post. We went to about the middle of the pile, 
but we were just -- at this point we extinguished fires 
most of the night almost in the center of the complex 
and just west of what was left of building No. 4. We 
were on the pile just with three hand lines putting out 
fires until 9:00 o'clock in the morning. 

Q. So that was during the nighttime, then, you 
were putting fires out on the pile? 

A. Yes. And that was it. 

Q. So you had mentioned about repositioning your 
rig just prior to the second collapse? 

A. Our rig was parked -- I don't know the name 
of the street. It's one block north of Vesey. It was 
on the northbound side facing south. They came and 
they were parked on the hydrant. When I got there, 
Eddie was backing the rig up and he was having a hard 
time with it and so I got in the seat. We backed into 
a street and then we proceeded to go north. 

Q. Had any of the guys that were working with 
the rig, had they returned back to the -- the guys who 
were working in Engine 5 that day, had they returned 


back to the rig? 


12 
R. CARLETTI 


A. Yes. At that point it was Lieutenant Bohack, 
Firefighter Andruzzi, Firefighter Mecner, and at that 
point we were missing Firefighter Brogan, Firefighter 
Delvalle and Firefighter Gorman. That's when we went 
up to Warren Street and we parked. Then when the 
second collapse happened, that's when we brought the 
rig -- 

Q. Around? 

A. We went up to Greenwich, made a left. 
Greenwich is a southbound street. We went up, came 
past I think it was Manhattan Community College. We 
made a left. We came back down Stuyvesant. From this 
point we just went like a complete circle back down to 
Stuyvesant High School. Then they told us there was a 
bomb scare and we had to move the rig north from there. 

Q. You said you were wearing a handy-talky. 

Were there any significant handy-talky transmissions 
that you did hear at any point prior to, during, or 
after any of the collapses? 

A. About 10:15, 10:20, I finally heard the 
Maydays for the north tower, to evacuate the north 
tower. Prior to that I didn't hear any Maydays. I 
mean, I heard a lot of chatter, nothing of really any 


significance. I didn't hear any Maydays or anything. 
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It was mostly command post instructions of the Chiefs 
being moved around. I didn't hear anything else. 
That's the first time I heard the Mayday. 

Q. About 10:15? 

A. Yes. We also started repeating the Maydays 
on our radios because we were on the corner of Vesey 
and West Street. We were on the southwest side, that's 
when we were standing with Manley, and they were also 
blowing the air horns. 

Q. Besides Lieutenant Mitchell that you had 
seen, any other individuals that you had seen that 
you're aware of that did not make it out of the 
collapse debris? 

A. No, he's the only one I can remember. I 
don't think I saw anyone else at the command post. I 
remember seeing Hayden and I saw Ganci. 

Q. At the command post you saw Chief Ganci? 

A. Yes. Isaw Von Essen there. 

Q. This is the command post that was on West 
Street? 

A. West Street. It was on the garage ramp in 
front of I guess that's -- I think it's 2 World 
Financial Center. There's a south building in the 


World Financial Center complex. 


14 
R. CARLETTI 


Q. Right. On the same side as the Winter 
Garden? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So you never entered any of the tower 
buildings? 

A. No. 

Q. So, primarily, when you came around from the 
Liberty Street side, you walked on West Street? 

A. Yes. We were across the street. 

Q. Oh, on the west side of West Street? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Okay. 
A. Because when we stood in front of -- right 
past 10 and 10, past that north -- we were really 
underneath the bridge. There's a pedestrian bridge 
that used to cross Liberty just south of 10 and 10. Is 
that a Bankers Trust building there? I don't know what 
the name of it is. 

Q. I'm not sure of the name of the building. 

A. Blockbuster. 

Q. There's a south walkway, though, that goes 
across West Street. 

A. When we got past there, that's when we 


entered the debris field and you heard shotgun blasts, 
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and when I looked -- I don't know if Tommy looked, but 
I could see what was lying on the ground. It was just 
a pile of meat, red. So I said to Tommy, let's get out 
of here. There's too many humans coming down from the 
building. I figured that had to be about 9:15, 9:20, 
and there was a good 20 to 25 floors of fire. 

But, see, there were no Chiefs on that east 
side of that building. When we walked down Liberty, we 
were the only two firefighters on Liberty. There was 
no observation on that side. 

Q. Nobody was on the Liberty Street side or 
the -- 

A. No. 10 and 10 was empty. The doors were 
open and there wasn't a soul in the building. I don't 
know if they were open. I think they were open. We 
looked and there was no one in there. 

Q. So, actually, on the Liberty Street side 
there was no apparatus that was parked there? 

A. There was apparatus parked on the corner of I 
think it was -- or it probably might have been Ladder 
10 that was parked on -- Liberty's got two lanes in 
each direction. It's got an island in the middle of 
it. They blocked off -- there used to be two ways in 


each direction. I think it was Ladder 10 that was 
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parked there. I'm not sure. I don't really remember. 
I remember when I seen the body hit the ground, I 
thought I saw Ladder 10 parked there. I mean, I don't 
remember. 

There were engines parked across the street. 
I don't remember who they were. They were across on 
Liberty, across West Street. I don't remember seeing 
any other -- in truth, I don't remember seeing any 
apparatus but that one on the corner. 

Q. Otherwise everything else was in the middle 
of Liberty or on West Street? 

A. West Street, yes. 

Q. Okay, Rich. Anything else of significance 
that you'd like to add to this interview that you feel 
it's important? 

A. No. Just that when we walked down Liberty, I 
found that we were the only ones there and that was odd 
to me. There was no observation on that side of the 
building. 

Q. Okay. 

A. When I got to the command post, what was I 
going to say? I mean, I've got seven years on the 
job. I remember telling the Chief I think this 


building is in dire need, it's going to collapse. 


17 
R. CARLETTI 


There was one point at the command post, I mean, I 
don't know about the battalion, but I felt I could have 
just walked away and no one would have known, but I 
didn't. 

Q. You did what you thought was right. 

A. Yes. I mean, I ran ten minutes later, but 
that was self preservation. 

Q. The intentions were well at that time to do 
what you had to do to go down there. Okay. So if 
there's nothing further? 

A. No. 

LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: This now concludes the 
interview with Firefighter Carletti. The time is now 


7:54 p.m. 


